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MEMO 
 
 

To:   Members of the Alleghany County School Board 
 
From:  Sarah T. Campbell, Ph.D., Superintendent 
 
Date:  November 4, 2010 
 
Subject: Statement of Legislative Priorities: 2011 
 
Each year at this time the Board establishes and adopts a set of legislative priorities. These priorities are 
used as talking points in correspondences and lobbying initiatives with state and federal legislators. The 
proposed legislative priorities have been developed in conjunction with input from the Virginia School 
Board Association (VSBA) and the Virginia Association of School Superintendents (VASS). 
Consequently, I am confident that they are representative of the most important issues facing Virginia K-
12 public education today. 
 
After you review these legislative priorities, I invite your feedback. I plan to recommend formal approval of 
this document at your regular monthly meeting at Sharon Elementary School on December 13, 2010. 
Thereafter, I will share this document with our legislators and our advisory committees and with all 
employees via the division web site. 
 
Thank you. 
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Alleghany County School Board Statement of Legislative Priorities: 2011 

 

 This document outlines the priority positions of the Alleghany County School Board relative to 
legislative initiatives that will be considered by the United States Congress and the Virginia General 
Assembly during 2011. These statements are intended to serve as guidelines for actions that may be 
taken by individual school board members, the superintendent, and/or her administrative staff in their 
roles as advocates on behalf of the school division. In no way are these statements intended to require 
any specific position or action on the part of any student, employee or patron. Relative to its priority 
positions, the School Board shall: 
 
 

1. Oppose any changes to the Virginia Standards of Quality (SOQ) basic aid formula that may result 
in a permanent negative effect on funds to local school divisions.   

 
In particular, the School Board opposes any legislation that would require any specific percentage expenditure to any 
specific local operating budget line.  As it pertains to proposed legislation that would require allocating 65% of all 
operational expenditures “to classroom expenses,” the School Board believes that any definition of “classroom expenses” 
must include costs associated with librarians, guidance counselors, social workers, nurses, school-based administrators 
and secretaries, staff development and transportation; 

 
2. Support the inclusion of public school employees in Virginia state employees’ health insurance 

pool. 
 

3. Oppose any proposed legislation that results in a federal and/or state mandate with no assurance 
of adequate federal and/or state funding to support that mandate.   

 
The School Board believes that any reductions in federal and/or state funding must be accompanied by commensurate 
reductions and/or postponements of federal and/or state mandates.  Compliance with the Virginia and federal mandates is 
not an option for a local school board.  The School Board is particularly concerned about current proposals for re-
authorization of the federal Child Nutrition Act.  While the School Board supports increased nutritional standards for the 
national school breakfast and lunch programs, the Board insists that the federal government assume responsibility of all 
new costs associated with such standards.   

 
4. Oppose any proposed legislation that places additional restrictions on the current authority and/or 

autonomy of local school boards.   
 

If budget cuts become necessary, local school boards and their staffs should have the flexibility to determine where to 
apply reductions.  The School Board is particularly concerned about continued efforts by the General Assembly and the 
U.S. Congress to establish a government role in the distribution of public funds to students who attend private schools. 

 
5. Support legislation that addresses Virginia’s critical shortages of teachers and administrators. 

 
6. Take an active role in the anticipated re-authorization of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 2002, otherwise known as “No Child Left Behind” by advocating for the 
elimination of all regulations included in the 2002 re-authorization.  If elimination of the 2002 
regulations is not possible, then support changes to the federal “No Child Left Behind” 
requirements, including but not limited to: 



a. Creation of new federal legislation and/or corrections to existing federal policies and 
regulations stating that the federal government pays for the actual costs of implementing 
the requirements;   
 

b. Determination of “adequate yearly progress” (AYP) based on a school’s rate of 
improvement as opposed to fixed pass rate percentages for all schools in a given year;  

 
c. Inclusion of students who earn modified standard diplomas, special education diplomas, 

and GEDs as part of the required graduation rate; and 
 
d. Provision of alternate assessment results in the determination of AYP.  

 
7. Support the Virginia Board of Education’s proposal to freeze or restrict further growth in the 

annual measurable objectives (AMOs) required to meet AYP, pending re-authorization of NCLB. 
 

8. Oppose further implementation of selected requirements associated with the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), and/or inclusion of these requirements in the re-authorization of 
NCLB, including but not limited to, the direct association of standardized test results with the 
evaluations of teachers, principals, superintendents and other possible employees.  
 
The School Board believes that student performance outcomes are valid contributing factors in the evaluation process, 
but they must be considered as one of several factors in the evaluation process. 


